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31 August 1999 (31.08.99) 
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1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X | in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 

02 October 2000 (02.10.00) 



f J in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X | was 

□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer: 






34, chemin des Colombettes 






1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


J. Zahra 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 
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SAKUTA, Yasuo f riTT H 
Hitachi, Ltd. L5^j£ia J 
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Tokyo 100-8220 
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I Date of mailina ( da v/mn nth/vpa rl 

10 December 2001 (10.12.01) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
210000313971 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/05874 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

30 August 2000 (30.08.00) 


Applicant 

HITACHI, LTD. et a I 



1. Transmittal of the translation to the applicant. 



The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the 
International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

EP,AU,CN,US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, 
will receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

KR,SG 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Office(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 



Th International Bur au fWlPO 


Authorized officer S? ' . 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Eliott PERETTI f 


1211 Gen va 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 jf 
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PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
210000313971 


rvM> niDTum a ^-^i^ki SeeNotificationofTransmittalofTnternational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION c n _ /C7 n^T/inr A /i.^ 

Examination Report (Form PCT/1PEA/4 6) 


International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/05874 


International filing date {day/ month/year) 
30 August 2000 (30.08.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

31 August 1999 (31.08.99) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 



G06F 17/50 




Applicant 



HITACHI, LTD. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
— been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SI 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


la 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

02 October 2000 (02. 1 0.00) 


Date of completion of this report 

18 April 2001 (18.04.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/05874 



I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[Xj the international application as originally filed 

| | the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

33 the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



[ | the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages ' 

pages . 

pages 



, as.originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 
□ 



the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

1 | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 



3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



□ 
□ 
□ 
O 
□ 

□ 
□ 



been furnished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 I the description, pages 

I 1 the claims, Nos. 

1 | the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since (hey do not contain amendments (Rule 70. J 6 
and 70. J 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



«) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 

PCT/JP00/05874 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 
Claims 1, 2, 9 

Document 1: US, 5576965, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 19 November 1996 (19.1 1.96) & JP, 06-89314, A 

Document 1 describes a design support method and device for inputting the weight capacity, which is a 
basic specification for elevator function, and based on said specification, computing the depth and width 
of an elevator, calculating shaft dimensions that match said elevator dimensions, and outputting diagrams 
of elevator and shaft with said computed dimensions. Accepting orders over a network or attaching 
identifying information to information are commonly known art. 

Claims 3, 4, 6 



Document 1, document 2 [JP, 10-307850, A (Misawa Homes Co., Ltd.), 17 November 1998 (17.1 1.98), 
(Family: none) 

Document 1 describes outputting diagrams matching elevator specifications. 

Document 2 describes means for checking for interference from stairs, doors and other parts in the 
design work of a building unit having a frame made of pillars, beams, walls and the like. 

Claims 7, 10 

Document 1 , document 3 [JR 07-2776 1 5, A (Hitachi, Ltd.) 24 October 1 995 (24. 1 0.95), (Family: none)] 

Document 1 describes outputting diagrams matching elevator specifications, and this is found to be 
equivalent to sending a reply of a CAD symbol matching requested specifications, as described in claims 
7 and 10. 



Document 3 describes a method for deciding the number of singular lift means and plural lift means 
based on the area they occupy and their operating efficiencies and similar factors, and this is found to be 
equivalent to sending a reply giving type and number of elevators according to building information and 
structure information, as described in claims 7 and 10.. 

Claim 8 

Document 1, document 4 [JP, 09-293088, A (Toshiba Corp.) 1 1 November 1997 (1 1.1 1.97), (Family: 



Form PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/05874 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box V (Citations and explanations): 
none) 



Document 1 describes outputting diagrams matching elevator specifications. 
Document 4 describes designs based on specifications requested by a user. 



Claim 5 



Documents 1, 2 



Document 1 describes outputting diagrams matching elevator specifications, and document 2 describes 
means for checking for interference from parts in construction design, but neither document describes 
means for computing the difference in data before and after design change, and checking for interference 
based on this data. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


International application No. 




PCT/JP00/05874 1 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
Int. CI 7 G06F17/50 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int. CI 7 G06F17/50, B66B9/00 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
JICST FILE(JOIS) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 
Y 


US, 5576965, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 
19 November, 1996 (19.11.96) 
Sc JP, 06-89314, A 


1,2,7,9,10 
3,4,5,6,8 


Y 


JP, 10-307850, A (MISAWA HOMES CO., LTD.), 
17 November, 1998 (17.11.98) (Family: none) 


3,4,6 


Y 


JP, 09-293088, A (Toshiba Corporation), 

11 November, 1997 (11.11.97) (Family: none) 


8 


X 


JP, 07-277615, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 

24 October, 1995 (24.10.95) (Family: none) 


7, 10 



I I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. £^ See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: "T* 
"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
M E H earlier document but published on or after the international filing T 

date 

U V document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other M Y" 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

W P" document published prior to the international filing date but later 
than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
23 October, 2000 (23.10.00) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

07 November, 2000 (07.11.00) 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
Int. CI 7 G06F17/50 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int. CI 7 G06F17/50, B66B9/00 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
JICST FILE(JOIS) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 
Y 


US, 5576965, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 
19 November, 1996 (19.11.96) 
& JP, 06-89314, A 


1,2,7,9,10 
3,4,5,6,8 4 




JP, 10-307850, A (MISAWA HOMES CO., LTD.), 
17 November, 1998 (17.11.98) (Family: none) 


3,4,6 


* V 


JP, 09-293088, A (Toshiba Corporation), 

11 November, 1997 (11.11.97) (Family: none) 
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x V 


JP, 07-277615, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 

24 October, 1995 (24.10.95) (Family: none) 


7, 10 



I I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. See patent family annex. 



Special categories of cited documents: 

document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 

earlier document but published on or after the international filing 
date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later 
than the priority date claimed 



"T" later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

M Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

**& w document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
23 October, 2000 (23.10.00) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

07 November, 2000 (07.11.00) 
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(57) Abstract: A specification plan of an ordered apparatus, suitable for a building structure plan is quickly made. On the facility 
designer side, a WWW server (1 1) and a database server (12) are installed. The database server (12) has a drawing database (9) 
where CAD symbols of products are registered. The CAD symbols each include effective space information representing the spaces 
needing to be secured for installation of the products, product name information representing the names of the products, structure 
information representing the features (size, shape, and so forth) of the structures of the products, specification information on the 
specifications of the products, and option data. The WWW server (1 1) has a symbol generating data interface (3) for receiving 
requested specification data on an ordered product from a WWW client terminal (2) and retrieving the CAD symbols of the ordered 
product from the WWW client terminal. 
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